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with an MS degree in operati ons re~earch ­
systems analysis. 
Dr. FRANKLIN 0. BLACK , MD, has 
been promoted to assistant clini ca l professor 
of otola ryngology in th e Uni versity of Colo-
rado School of Medicine . Currently on duty 
with th e U. S. Navy Medical Corps, he is 
expected to return to the Medica l Cent er 
next July. 
Mrs. H. CAROLYN CR IGHTON Fr icke, 
MD, has recently been awa rd ed certifica tion 
as a Diplomate of the American Board of 
Anesth es iology. She completed her intern ship 
and anesthesio logy residency at Park land 
Hosp ital in Da ll a~ and was in private practice 
for three yea rs th ere prio r to moving lo 
Austin , Tex. with her hu sband, Dr. James 
R. F ricke Jr ., a n oral surgeo n. The are the 
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by Eleanor McKasson Reed. BJ ' 41 
D iminutive but authoritat ive -
she is fi ve foot two , weighs 95 
pounds, wears a size fi ve dress, but 
without hesitation hand s down six-
month jail sentences and sets bonds 
as high as $20,000 . 
Her name is Joyce McKervey 
and the 28-year-old Missouri alumna 
is probate and ex-officiate magistrate 
judge for Adair co unty in northern 
Missouri. 
The youngest a nd one of the few 
female judges in the state, Judge 
McKervey was graduated from the 
University of Missouri-Columbia 
School of Law in January 1968. 
Why did she choose the legal 
profession? "I like people and their 
problems - I thought law school 
would be a challenge," replied the 
Columbia native. To this she added 
that, as a college freshman , she 
dated a law student and was fascinated 
with his comments concerning vari-
ous classes. "He later flunked out 
and is now an insurance adjuster." 
With her father, Dr. J.M. Poehl-
man, BS Agr '3 1, PhD '36, a pro-
fessor of agronomy at the University 
since 1936; her mother, the former 
Rose Kentner, a graduate (BS Ed 
'34), and her brother, George Poehl-
man, a third year medical student 
after receiving a BS in mechanical 
engineering ('68), it seemed only 
natural that Judge McKervey would 
comp lete her education at 01' 
Mizzou. 
Unusual is the fact that one 
month before entering law school in 
September, 1965 , she was graduated 
cum laude with a B. S. in Home 
Economics. 
"I majored in clothing and tex-
tiles and had planned to be a buyer 
for a large department store but then 
I began to realize some of the dis-
advantages in that field," commented 
Judge McKervey. 
During her college years, she 
was married and became the mother 
of a daughter, Joan. Divorced prior 
to her entrance in law school, Judge 
McKervey recalls that with the baby 
and classes, her schedule was arduous. 
By the end of her econd year, 
a third of the students had dropped 
out. "I was just a mediocre law 
student.'' 
Other problems also evolved . 
"I had to drive my books to school-
literally. I would drive to the building, 
unload at least four heavy law books, 
then park my car and walk back to 
classes." 
The only girl in her class and one 
of five in the school, Judge McKervey 
noted the boys were very helpful 
and the instructors considerate. After 
successfully completing her state bar 
examination in February 1968, she 
joined Russell Roberts in his Kirks-
ville law offi ce . 
"One of my fir st cases was a 
traffic violation for which we had to 
appear before the Boone county 
magistrate. The judge asked, "Who 
are you? - when I replied I was the 
lawyer, he queried , 'Are yo u licensed 
to practice law? ,' all of which was 
very embarrass ing to him , my client , 
and myself. " 
For Adair Co unt y, a woman 
judge is no innovation. Judge Helen 
Crabtree presided over the co urt for 
more than 30 years. Following her 
resignation, Judge Paul Brown was 
appointed. When he resigned , Gov. 
Warren E. Hearnes appointed Mrs. 
McKervey on November I, 1969. 
In the November election , Judge 
McKervey was unopposed in her 
bid for a four-year term. 
Though she had trepidation when 
conducting her fir st traffic court , 
Judge McKervey acknowledged she 
was bolstered by the highway patrol-
men and lawyers present to give her 
moral support. Now in addition to 
her official duties, she teaches two 
sessions of business law at Northeast 
Missouri State College for some 
200 students. 
One ex-convict, who had spent 
half of his life in prison, sa id after 
being sentenced, "I've been before a 
lot of judges, but you're the prettiest 
one I've seen yet!" 
Asked to pre sid e during a 
marriage ceremony, the judge ac-
companied the future bridegroom to 
the hospital where first they had to 
visit the nursery to view the couple's 
baby born that morning. 
What are her plans for the future? 
"I love this office and plan to con-
tinue indefinitely. Most people's only 
contact with a court is at the magis-
trate level and I want them to feel 
that their problems are being given 
consideration-that each is judged 
as an individual case." 
